Course Essay #2:
Again, this essay does not include citations/references from assigned readings or course lectures. With each of these essays, you are being tested in part on your ability to analyze topic in relation to the course and course materials. Look back at the course essay prompts and make sure each essay satisfies the specific requirements concerning sources. Make it clear in your essays that you are fully engaged with the course materials and course discussions.

For the second essay, try to build off of what you learned from the first essay. You do a good job of talking about the course concepts in lectures 3 and 4, but these things are also products of and shaped by the historical processes of late capitalism and neoliberalism. Things like imaged identities and postmodernism are themselves intertwined with the other historical processes. What I'm saying is: make sure you expand from your understanding of late capitalism and neoliberalism. There should be a clear indication that you are building a knowledge base. The essay shouldn't seem completely separate from the issues discussed in essay 1.


3. Course Essay #2 should expand from your analysis in Essay #1. In other words, you all should be building an understanding of sport in the contemporary cultural economy. In Essay #1, you were contextualizing your experience of a sporting events in terms of late capitalist, neoliberal American society. In Essay #2, you are effectively contextualizing a mediated sporting events in terms of late capitalist, neoliberal, post-modern American society. In other words, you should be introducing our discussing of post-modernity, spectacles, and celebrities in relation to our previous discussion of late capitalist and neoliberal sport.

4. Main themes. If you look at the quick help handout on Blackboard, you'll see that we recommend at least three "main themes" in the body of your essays. For Course Essay #2, we are expecting that you are drawing at least one main theme each from Lectures 3 and 4. The third main theme can then be from either Lecture 1 or 2. I think that is probably the best way to approach Essay #2.


